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Milwaukee Community Sailing Center 
2011 Membership Handbook 

 

Welcome to the Milwaukee Community Sailing Center (MCSC)! Thank you for joining one of the premier 

community sailing organizations in the United States. We hope you find sailing at MCSC to be a fun, rewarding 

experience.  

 

Your Membership Handbook contains information about MCSC and its programs.  It is your responsibility to 

understand and comply with the information provided.  Please take a few moments to familiarize yourself with 

the handbook.  It should answer many questions you may have about the MCSC, including the fleet and rating 

system.  Youôll also find information on Open Sailing, special events, volunteer opportunities and year-round 

social activities.  

 

If you have questions regarding the courses or programs available at the MCSC, please call the MCSC office at 

414-277-9094 or e-mail MCSC at info@sailingcenter.org.    
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Your MCSC Membership   

Your membership is valid for 1 year from the date that you begin sailing with MCSC and entitles you to:  

 Å register for MCSC sailing classes. 

 Å access to the MCSC fleet at no additional cost. 

 Å participate in regattas and social activities. 

 Å volunteer instruct or give rides at special events. 

 

 

 

MCSC Information  

 Address: 1450 N. Lincoln Memorial Drive, Milwaukee, WI 53202 

 Office:    414-277-9094  

 Fax:        414-277-9124 

 Weather Line:  414-277-9272 

 E-mail:    info@sailingcenter.org  

 Website:  www.sailingcenter.org 

  

 

 

MCSC Board of Directors 
  

 President  A. Eugene Neyhart 

 Vice President  John Krezoski 

 Secretary  Clark ñClayò Greene 

 Treasurer  Margaret Jaberg 
  

 Pedro Colon  Curt Crain     Tom Gale  Peter Gentles                   

Nick Hayes        Tom Heinrich           Fredric Horwitz Eric Isbister       

Jane Larson                Glyn Livermore  Kristine Martinsek  William Maxon        

Bill Mosher  Helen ñCookieò Mueller Ron Pirrallo      Leni Siker                 

Doug Skinner  Mary Thuemling           Dan Vliet          Wendell Willis             

RC Zingler   

 

MCSC Staff 

 

MCSC has three full -time, year-round, and nearly 40 seasonal staff members. Most MCSC staff are US 

Sailing certified instructors and are trained in American Red Cross, Standard First Aid and CPR.  Staff 

members are identified by their blue-grey staff shirts.  
  

 MCSC year-round staff: 

   

       Peter Rieck                    Holly Davenport              Jared Drake      Traci Mead 

        Executive Director            Director                         Fleet Manager      Community Relations Mgr 
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About MCSC 

 

The Milwaukee Community Sailing Center (MCSC) is a private, non-profit 501(c)3 organization located north 

of downtown in the heart of Veterans Park at McKinley Marina.  MCSC provides educational and recreational 

sailing programs to those who wish to gain access to Lake Michigan and learn to sail regardless of age, ability 

or financial concerns.  In 2011, MCSC celebrates its 32
nd

 year of teaching sailing in Milwaukee. 

 

MCSC owns and maintains more than 80 boats and members have no-charge access to the fleet after 

successfully demonstrating basic sailing skills and earning a rating.  For additional fees, MCSC also offers 

private boat owners 24-hour access to the lake, year-round boat and dinghy storage, mast stepping, boat 

launching and haul out services. 

 

Each summer, MCSC partners with local organizations to provide sailing opportunities to thousands of at-risk 

and economically disadvantaged youth, the physically challenged and others.   Take a few moments to browse 

through our brochure and learn more about this great community organization.  

 

MCSC is a membership-driven organization.  MCSCôs programs and outreach are funded through membership 

dues, class fees and winter and summer storage fees.  MCSC is not run by Milwaukee County, nor does it 

receive funds from Milwaukee County. We lease the property from the County.  A small percentage of our 

budget is derived from donations and fundraising events such as the annual Lobster Boil and the Sailorôs Ball.   

  

MCSC collaborates with many community-based outreach programs.  These programs provide sailing 

opportunities to those who may otherwise never get the chance to sail on Lake Michigan.  Programs include the 

MAST (Milwaukee Area Sailing Teens) program, sailing events for physically and financially disadvantaged, 

the Open House and the nationally acclaimed Prams in the Park program. 

 

THE SAFETY OF MEMBERS, GUESTS AND THE FLEET IS MCSCôS PRIMARY CONCERN. 

 

The fleet is owned by MCSC and shared by all members.  Please do what you can to help keep the fleet and 

grounds in great condition. 

 

MCSC History 

 

MCSC was founded in 1977 when a group of local sailors and county officials formed a unique organization 

that strives to make sailing accessible to all in the community. After incorporation and construction of the 

offices and maintenance facility in 1980, MCSC opened with lessons and rentals and an enthusiastic staff of 10 

and a humble fleet of Tech Dinghies, Volants and a safety boat. As membership began to grow, so did the staff, 

fleet and course offerings. Basic adult and youth courses annually brought hundreds of new members to learn to 

sail on Lake Michigan. The nationally renowned "Prams in the Parkò program began in 1984 and continues to 

bring sailing and water safety to Milwaukee County Park lagoons, offering scholarships to economically 

disadvantaged and providing the opportunity to learn to sail. 

 

Through generous donations from fellow sailors throughout the United States and through fleet purchases, 

MCSC now owns and maintains nearly 80 boats, including 25 Pearson Ensigns, one of the largest such fleets in 

the United States - as well as two C&Côs, Solings, J24s, 420s,  Hunter 146s, JY Trainers and Access Dinghies.  

 

The instructional programs have also expanded.  MCSC offers a full range of basic, intermediate and advanced 

adult and youth sailing courses. But the growth had placed unprecedented demands on the offices, classrooms, 

fleet, dockhouse and maintenance facility. An updated facility has been built in order to continue to offer our 

high quality programs.  
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The Fleet 

 

 

  
 

  
 

 
 

The Ensign 

Made by Pearson, the Ensign is a stable and comfortable 23' 

keelboat that handles well in various wind and wave conditions. 

Great for the beginner or the experienced sailor, the Ensign can fit 

four to five adults comfortably or can be handled by just two 

sailors. The Ensigns have been fitted with Harken Roller Furling 

Units for the jib which makes rigging quick and easy.  The Ensign 

is used in Basic, Intermediate and Advanced Courses as well as 

Open Sailing and the Enrichment Program. 

The Soling 

An Olympic Class race boat, this sleek and narrow 27' 

racing sloop is very responsive and challenging to sail. 

The Soling has many sail trim and rigging 

adjustments, making this a very performance-oriented, 

technical race boat.  It is used in the intermediate and 

advanced courses, open sailing and Wednesday night 

racing.  The Soling sails well upwind and is equipped 

for spinnaker use on downwind runs. Sailed with 2 or 

3 crew, it is a fun, fast boat! 

 

The J-24 

The most popular one-design boat in the world.  It is versatile for 

racing or cruising, MCSC has three J24s. J24s are used for Open 

Sailing, Wednesday Night Racing, Sunday Racing and the 

Women's Offshore Racing Team. The J24 is technical and 

challenging because of its unique design and multitude of sail and 

rigging controls. You can sail a J24 with 2 crew, or race with 4 or 5. 

 

The 470 & Club 420 

Another Olympic class race boat, the 470 along with the 

420 are very fast and ultra responsive boats which offer 

youth and adult intermediate sailors the opportunity to use 

spinnakers, hike out and trapeze using a harness. They are 

two-person centerboards and are great fun to sail. 
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The Hunter 146 

These 15ô centerboards are used in youth courses. They 

are a great boat for new or experienced sailors. They are 

stable and easy to rig and sail. 

 

The JY Club Trainer  

Fun and durable, these 8' dinghies are designed for kids to sail 

easily. These sturdy, light-weight boats are used at local 

Milwaukee County Park lagoons in MCSCôs nationally 

acclaimed Prams in the Park program for 8 - 11 year olds. 

  

C&C 27ô and C&C 29ô 

MCSC owns two cruising-type sailboats: Misty and 

Reliance.  Members may learn the basics of cruising, 

including boat systems, handling under power, 

anchoring, docking and slip work.   

 


